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On the Origin of Species, by means of Natural Selection;
or the Preservation of Favoured Races in the Struggle for
Life. By CHARLES DARWIN, M.A., F.R.S. London, 1860.

ANY contribution to our Natural History literature from the
pen of Mr. C. Darwin is certain to command attention. His
scientific attainments, his insight and carefulness as an observer,
blended with no scanty measure of imaginative sagacity,
and his clear and lively style, make all his writings unusually
attractive. His present volume on the Origin of Species is
the result of many years of observation, thought, and specula-
tion ; and is manifestly regarded by him as the " opus "
upon which his future fame is to rest. It is true that he
announces it modestly enough as the mere precursor of a
mightier volume. But that volume is only intended to supply
the facts which are to support the completed argument of the
present essay. In this we have a specimen-collection of the
vast accumulation; and, working from these as the high
analytical mathematician may work from the admitted results
of his conic sections, he proceeds to deduce all the conclusions
to which he wishes to conduct his readers.

The essay is full of Mr. Darwin's characteristic excellences.
It is a most readable book ; full of facts in natural history,
old and new, of his collecting and of his observing ; and all of
these are told in his own perspicuous language, and all thrown
into picturesque combinations, and all sparkle with the colours
of fancy and the lights of imagination. It assumes, too, the
grave proportions of a sustained argument upon a matter of
the deepest interest, not to naturalists only, or even to men of
science exclusively, but to every one who is interested in the
history of man and of the relations of nature around him to
the history and plan of creation.

With Mr. Darwin's " argument " we may say in the outset
that we shall have much and grave fault to find. But this
does not make us the less disposed to admire the singular
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